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Jack:

1. The Federal Property Management Regulations (Sub-
part 101-45,3) are explicit in desfgnating GSA as the single sales agency
for the sale of personal property under control of executive agencles,
including surplus property. The same regulations permit employees to
purchase Government personal property from the GSA Surplus Sales Center
unless the regulations of the employee’s agency prohibit such actfon.

2. As you know, in the past we have approved certain
"sentimental sales” of Government property to retiring employees; e.g.,
the sale of a typewriter used by a secretary for a number of years. 1In
today's climate, the continuance of such sales could subject the Agency
to unwanted and unnecessary publicity and criticism. Therefore, I have
disapproved the Tast two requests, received in May 1975, for retiring
employees to purchase the typewriters they had been using for a number
of years. (For the record, no "sentimental sales” have been made this
calendar year.) In the disapproval memorandums, I stated that it is
normally the policy that items of office equipment will not be sold to
Agency employees unless there {s an operational or security aspect to
the case. I further stated that such {tens, when declared excess, are
disposed of through the GSA Surplus Sales Center.

3. With your concurrence, ! propose to continue the
policy of not approving the sale of personal property to employees un-
less there are operational or security factors involved, and I will so
advise senfor administrative personnel in each directorate. This policy
will then eliminate “sentimental sales” to retiring employees whether
the ftems involved be typewriters, chairs, desks, or any other {tem of
Government personal property that may have a sentimental value,
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